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Box No. I Basis of the report 



L With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

|f~] This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

|~] international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23. 1 (b)) 

[ | publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

| | international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on {replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally 
filed" and are not annexed to this report): 
\ [ the international application as originally filed/furnished 

|X| the description: 

pages 1, 2 and 4 to 14 as originally filed/furnished 

pages* 3 received by this Authority on 24 January 2005 with the letter of 18 January 2005 
pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 



|Xl the claims: 



|"x] the drawings: 



pages as originally filed/furnished 

pages* as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

pages* 15 to 17 received by this Authority on 24 January 2005 with the letter of 18 January 2005 
pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 



pages 1 /4 to 4/4 as originally filed/furnished 

pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 

pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 

|~| a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

3 . The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

P ] the description, pages 

[ | the claims, Nos. 

j the drawings, sheets/figs 

I the sequence listing {specify): 

| | any table(s) related to the sequence listing {specify): 

4. | | This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 

made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 
70.2(c)). 

P "] the description, pages 

| | the claims, Nos. 

U the drawings, sheets/figs 

[_j the sequence listing {specify): 

| | any table(s) related to the sequence listing {specify): 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


lto20 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


1 to20 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1 to 20 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Claims 1 to 20 meet the criteria set forth in PCT Article 33(2) for novelty. The prior art published before the 
priority date does not disclose a system for identification of animals, including an animal identification device 
adapted for application to an animal and removably secured to the identification device a storage device for 
secure storage of organic material taken from the animal to be identified by the identification device,, the 
identification device and the storage device being removably retained in a holder device, the storage device and 
identification device each being marked by a common identifier. The closest art is considered to be EP 1 060 
662 Al (Pragmatic Network Creations ETS), however this does not disclose the storage device being removably 
secured to the identification device and identification device and the storage device being removably retained in 
a holder device. The inventions as defined in Claims 1 to 20 are therefore considered to be novel. 

Similarly, there is no teaching in any of the citations towards these features, hence the claims can be considered 
tp involve an inventive step over them, in accordance with PCT Article 33(3). 
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conjunction with an animal e.g. an eartag, a device for secure 
storage of sample organic material etc. As a consequence, the 
integrity of the information is not assured, as it is open to 
human error. 

For example, it is common that the markings with correlate a 
biological sample to an identification means (whether it be 
visual or electronic) carried by the animal, is achieved by 
the farmer or a technician physically marking the sample 
and/or the on-animal identification device. Consequently, 
there is a high degree of possibility that the device storing 
the biological sample will be provided with an incorrect 
marking for the animal from which the sample was taken. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to provide 
a method and means of providing a more secure arrangement for 
ensuring that a biological sample taken from an animal is 
correctly identified as coming from that particular animal. 

Broadly according to one aspect of the present invention there 
is provided a system for identification of animals, the system 
including an animal identification device adapted for 
application to an animal and removably secured to the 
identification device a storage device for secure storage of 
organic material taken from the animal to be identified by the 
identification device, the identification device and storage 
device being removably retained in a holder device, said 
storage device and identification device each being marked 
with a common identifier. 

The holder can be in the form of a moulded tray. 
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CLAIMS : 

1. A system for identification of animals, the system 
including an animal identification device (12,13) adapted 
for application to an animal and removably secured to the 
identification device a storage device (17) for secure 
storage (17) of organic material taken from the animal to 
be identified by the identification . device, the 
identification device (12,13) and the storage device (17) 
being removably retained in a holder (11) device, said 
storage device (17) and identification device (12,13) 
each being marked with a common identifier (18,18a). 

2 . The system of claim 1 wherein the holder can. be in the 
form of a moulded tray (11) • 

3. The system of claim 1 or 2 wherein the identification 
device is an animal eartag or a bolus. 

4. The system of claim 3 wherein the eartag is a two- 
component eartag (12,13). 

5. The system of any one of claims 1 to 4 wherein the 
storage device (17) is removably secured to the or one 
component (12) of the eartag. 

6. The system of any one of claims 1 to 5 wherein the 
identification device can also be formed by an electronic 
identification device (27). 
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The system as claimed in any one of the preceding claims 
wherein the common identifier (18,18a) is an alpha, 
numeric or alphanumeric marking. 

The system as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 6 wherein 
the common identifier is an on-farm management identifier 
used for visual identification of the animal* 

The system of claim 6 wherein the common identifier can 
be part of the unique number (29) of an electronic 
identification device (27) . 

The system of claim 2 wherein the tray (11) includes a 
recess (14) configured to removably retain the head of a 
male part (12) of an eartag which forms the 
identification device. 

The system of claim 10 wherein the tray (11) includes a 
retention device with which a female part (13) of the 
eartag is removably retained. 

The system of claim 10 wherein the retention device 
includes a recess (16) in which a part of the female part 
of the eartag can reside, and a stud onto which the 
female part can be installed.- 

The system of claim 10 further including a second recess 
(26) for the head of a male part (28) of a second 
identification device and a second recess (25) with stud 
(15) for a female part of a second identification device. 
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14. The system of claim 13 wherein the second identification 
device is an electronic identification device (29) . 

15. The system of any one of claims 10 to 14 wherein the tray 
(11) is formed as one of a plurality of conjoined trays. 

16. The system of any one of claims 10 to 15 wherein the tray 
(11) is of a plastic moulded form. 

17. The system of any one of claims 10 to 16 wherein the 
common identifier is an on-f arm management identifier 
used for visual identification purposes. 

18. The system of claim 17 wherein the common identifier 
forms part of a unique number of an electronic 
identification device. 



19. A method of identification of an animal including 
providing an animal identification device marked with an 
identifier marking, a secure storage device, the secure 
storage device also being marked with the same identifier 
marking, taking a sample of organic material from the 
animal and placing the sample in the secure storage 
device and applying the identification device to the 
animal and placing the storage device in a secure storage 
facility. 

20. A system for identification of animals substantially as 
herein described with reference to the accompanying 
drawings . 



Amended Sheet 
IPEA/AU 



JANUARY 2005 



